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Seminario di aggiornamento 

“ESP & CLIL: friends, false friends or foes?” 

18 October 2017 Bergamo 

Speaker: Prof.ssa Elena Balestrazzi 

This workshop will show how a traditional lesson starting from the textbook can be transformed into a project-work with a large use of ICT skills and collaborative work in 

order to create a final multimedia project to be shared on the Net. 

The topic analysed is “Social and ethical problems of IT” and it represents a first step to develop digital literacy at school- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Motivate 

Before starting the project a warming-up activity is needed in order to motivate the students and elicit their curiosity. The textbook 

suggests a 5-minute video from YouTube which represents authentic material. The channel used is “The School of life” and  it is 

addressed to  general users, not only students. Students have to deal with the real life language. Probably they won’t understand the 

whole message but, with the help of images and animation, they can understand the gist. Being simply a warming up activity, whose aim 

is to elicit the students’ curiosity, the time dedicated to this activity will be short, just a few minutes, justthe time to take notes. If 

necessary, the video may be played twice. 

Step 2: Team formation 

Collaborative work is one of the fundamental competences of the 21st century skills. In a CLIL activity the teacher should act as a 

facilitator , supervising the activity, while the students become the real protagonists of the learning process. 
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Collaborative work includes the development of several competences: brainstorming, interaction, sharing ideas, discussion and it helps the creation of a sense of 

community.  

 

The textbook, Working with New Technology by K. O’Malley , Pearson 2017, pp 214/5  presents  6 differ topics that the students are invited to choose:   
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The teacher invites the students to form groups of four and to choose among the following topics: The digital divide/ Interpersonal relations/ Information overload/ 

Censorship/ Surveillance/Digital Unemployment/ Erosion of cultural industries. 

In order to save time, the teacher should prepare a document to be visualised on the LIM with the list of names of the students and the list of the topics for the groups. 

With a simple drag and drop action, groups are shown on the LIM. 

Step 3: Explore 

The teacher clearly communicates the task of each group: create a multimedia product presenting the content of the topic 

assigned. Students are invited to dig deeper into the topic searching on the Net   statistics and examples, images and graphical 

elements that make the presentation more effective.  Students are free to use the digital tool they prefer.  

Exploring the Net, students develop their skills of understanding, analysis and evaluation. Creativity is at the top of the new taxonomy 

proposed by Lorin Anderson and a team of cognitive psychologists in the mid 1990s, who updated Bloom’s  taxonomy by 

adding Creating on the top. 

 

Step 4: Collaborate and Create 

 Each group is free to use the digital tool they prefer :  PPT, Prezi, Adobe Spark, Emaze, GoAnimate etc.. which, 

later are  published on dedicated PADLET dashboard. 

Most of these tools allow a shared activity, so the school activity dedicated to the collaborative work is limited to 2 or 3 

hours, while the rest of the work is done at home. Of course this is possible if they students have the devices and the 

connection at home and if they are already used to sharing their work.   

Collaborative work means, also, being able to create a general plan and to divide the task. Each task is related to the 

other so to form a coherent presentation. Students are free to take decision about what to say and how to  say it. So 

students make decisions and take up responsibility for themselves and for the group, as their tasks are interconnected 

and interdependent.  

The role of the teacher is to supervise the general draft while the students are working in groups. The teacher can also visualize the work in progress if the file is shared on 

Google Drive or other tools allowing the sharing in order to create a sort of scaffolding for their work in progress. 
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Step 5: Communicate 

 When the multimedia  product is finished, students in 

groups present it to the rest of the class.  

A rubric is provided, in advance, to the students where the 

criteria of the performance include not only  content and 

language but also communication skills. The teacher will 

assess their communicative skills taking into consideration 

their creativity, the graphical display , body language and 

impact on the audience. The rubric is delivered to students 

before their performance so that they are informed about 

what is going to be assessed.  

Communication skills are tested in a real context as there is an information gap between the speaker and 

the rest of the class. 

The work is collected in a common dashboard on Padlet , so that  single projects may be accessed by the students at home and are at their disposal anytime. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUBRIC for the multimedia presentation 



 

5 

Step 6: Formative assessment 

Online quizzes (Kahoot) using BYOD (mostly mobile phones)  are  proposed 

to check the new knowledge acquired by the rest of the class. Checking the 

students’ new acquisitions by means of online quizzes keeps them more 

involved in the presentations. Students enjoy playing Kahoot. Gamification 

is always an effective way to assess the students. Being a formative 

assessment, the teacher may consider the scoring supplied by the quiz, but 

also ignore them as the real purpose of the quiz is  students’ self-

assessment. The teacher may prepare the questions or each group may 

provide them. 

 

 

Step 7 Debate 

Ss are asked to discuss  about controversial issues presented by the different groups. 

i.e.  “ Do you think that social network should censor extremist political movement?” 

       “ Interpersonal relationships: better or worse with technology?” 

 

Quick surveys may be proposed using  Mentimeter and BYOD. 

Students  move physically in the classroom and create a sort of arena where the two opposite teams present their points of view. The teacher or other students may play 

the role of moderators. Students should respect above all  turn taking. 

Debates represent a great activity to develop critical thinking, one of the most challenging skill of  of 21st century education. 
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Step 8 Practice and check  

Back to the textbook, back to the essential. Students are given the opportunity to 

have a general perspective of the different topics and to reinforce their language 

with exercises to improve their new lexis and main concepts. 

The textbook includes also a listening activity with interviews to common people 

about the use of technology, which may help them to have an idea of the general 

opinion outside the school about ICT.   

In this project the textbook is an essential instrument to sum up the basic 

elements of each topic, while the different multimedia products represent a dig 

deeper activity .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A further 

reinforcement 

activity is 

represented by the 

use of word clouds. 

The teacher asks 

the class to talk 

about the word 

highlighted 

(WordArt) 

Multimedia tools  

may also represent a 

support  for inclusion 

for disadvantaged 

students as 

multimedia products 

supply visual or audio 

aid and the possibility 

to watch them many 

times. 
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Step 10 :Testing and evaluation 

Students are assessed also in a traditional way by means of a final individual written test, summative assessment,  in  order to comply with 

the regulations of the present Italian school system. The moments dedicated to the formative assessment ( online quizzes, wordclouds etc..) 

represent a useful support the students’ learning process.  

 

Step:  11 Sharing 

 

The final work (collection of multimedia projects on Padlet) will be shared on the Net so as to become available for 

other students inside or outside the school. If the final product is published, students will create it with more accuracy 

and motivation. Sharing knowledge is the new must of 21st century education.  

 

 

Moreover, a special dedicated event involving families, school staff and other stakeholders of the community may be organised   Parents 

have the opportunity to   see and appreciate their children’s work, creating new forms of dialogue between families and teachers. The 

school should open its door to the outside world. 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Digital literacy, one of the 8 key skills of 21st century education, entered in the school activity. Students have the 

opportunity to think about their everyday life use of  technology.  Cookies, digital tracking, fake news, violation of 

copyright, disappearing jobs and  emerging professions, blackholes of social networks, censorship on the Net etc.. were 

analysed and created interest and curiosity in the students. The topics discussed are so relevant for the students that they 

should be introduced in all curricula as a transversal topic  in the future.  Students really need to know the different 

aspects of the Net, which represent such a big part of their life.  
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This project represents an example of CLIL activity where the students play a central role while the teacher plays different roles 

according to the stage of the project: motivator, creator of scaffolding, facilitator, moderator and supervisor and tester. 

The project starts and finishes with the support of the textbook, which remains an essential tool for individual study, but around 

which a wider project  is built. 

My students, aged 15, were enthusiastic to live this learning experience where creativity, critical thinking, communication skills 

played a vital  role. They really enjoyed this project and  we had a lot of fun together. 

 

Mirandola, Oct 18 2017     

   Prof. Elena Balestrazzi 

 

 

 

 

 

A child is not a vase to be filled, 
but a fire to be lit. 
                                     F. Rabelais 
 


