
Classroom language 
 

 

1. An A-Z in the classroom: 

 

A alphabet, authentic material, appendix 

B blackboard, bookcase, bin, bulletin board, bold 

C chair, chalk, clock, counter, calendar, curtain, course book, Cuisenaire rods 
D desk, dictionary, data projector, dice, door, DVD player 

E eraser, envelope 

F file, filing cabinet, flashcards, flipchart, fish tank, font size 

G glue stick, glossary, globe 

H hole punch, highlighter, handbook 

I illustration, italics, index, instrument, information, interactive whiteboard 

J jigsaw reading or listening 

K keyboard  

L light switch, locker, laser printer 

M  map, marker, magnifying glass 

N notebook, notepad 

O overhead projector 

P pair of compasses, pencil sharpener, pen drive, printer, paper clips, protractor, pointer, 

pot plant 

Q queue, quiz, qualification, quote, question 

R ruler, ring binder, radiator, rubber, realia 

S socket, stapler, screen, strips of paper, scissors, stool, shelf 

T table, TV set, text book, tape recorder 

U umbrella term, uniform, USB stick 

V video monitor/camera, visuals, virtual classroom  

W window sill, work book, work station, warm up, whiteboard 

X xerox, Xmas 

Y yard 

Z zoom lens, zero 

 

For more information go to websites like  

www.manythings.com  

 

 

2. Communication with pupils 

 

2.1.Beginning and finishing a lesson 

Can anyone remember what we talked about last week? 

How are you today, Tom? 

Is everybody ready to start? 

I think we can start now. 

What we’re going to do today is cover / learn / read about / discuss… 

Who isn’t here? Who is absent today? 

 

It’s almost time to stop. 

Right, let’s stop here. 

We’ll finish off this exercise next lesson. 

We’ll continue (with) this chapter next Monday. 

http://www.manythings.com/


 

2.2.Organising classroom work   
Arrange the desks in a horseshoe. 

Before you begin don’t forget to... 

Bring your chairs and sit down. 

Can I borrow your pen, pencil...? 

Can you unlock the door for me? 

Come and sit in a circle, please.  

Gather round me. 

Get into groups of three / Find a partner. 

Get your books from the shelf / window sill / cupboard. 

I’d like the four of you to work together. 

I’m afraid it’s time to finish now.  Have you finished?  

It’s your turn. / Whose turn is it now? 

Let’s move the desks and chairs into a circle. 

Put away your books. 

Stay in your places / seats, please. 

Swap your seats with Helen’s, please.  

Switch the light on/off, please. 

Take out your books. 

Tidy up your workspace. 

 

2.3. Doing tasks 

Act out the dialogue. 

Add more words. 

Ask each other questions about... 

Change roles.  

Check your answers.  

Choose two questions. 

Collect information about ... 

Colour the picture. 

Compare your words with your partner’s. 

Complete the sentences with ... from the text. 

Complete the text.  

Copy it into your exercise book. / Copy the table into your folder. / Copy the chart. 

Correct the mistakes / the wrong sentences. 

Divide the text into five parts.  

Do the fill-in exercise. / Fill in the right words. 

Do the next activity. 

Draw a line / a house.  

Explain... 

Find arguments. / Give good reasons for your opinions. 

Find the questions to the answers. 

Finish the story. 

Guess... 

Imagine... 

Listen to the CD. 

Look at the pictures. 

Make notes / sentences. 

Make up more conversations with a partner. / Talk to your partner. / Mingle. 

Make up a story. 



Match the sentence parts. 

Move your counter. / Throw the dice. 

Open your books at page 10.  

Point to the right picture. 

Put in the right words. 

Put the words in the right order / groups. Order the sentences. Write the sentences in the 

correct order. 

Read out loud. 

Read the text on page 15.  

Show us what you’ve got.  

Tick the words you hear. 

Use a ruler for underlining words. 

Use the following words in your answers / texts.  

 

2.4.Giving feedback, encouragement 
Do you need some help? 

Good try, but not quite right. 

Have a guess if you don’t know. 

I’m sure you know. 

In a way, perhaps. 

Right!  / Well done! / Terrific! 

That’s exactly the point. / That’s quite right. / That’s correct. / That’s much better. 

Take your time. Don’t hurry. 

What if I give you a clue? Let me give you a clue / hint. 

What page are you at? 

Who needs more time to finish? 

Yes, you’ve got it. 

You did not make a single mistake. 

You’re halfway there. Keep it up. 

You made a very good job of that. 

 

2.5. Getting attention 

Attention, please. 

Can I have your attention? 

Hang on a moment. Just a moment, please. 

Listen carefully! 

Look this way /at me. 

 

2.6. Giving support to pupils to do their tasks 

Ask your partner / neighbour / peer.  

Any questions? 

Can I help you? Can you help me, please? 

Can you say / repeat that again? 

Can you speak louder? 

Can you write it on the board, please? 

Do you know what … means? 

Do you want to listen to it once more? 

Explain this task in your own words to your peers. 

How far have you got? 

Is that clear? 

Leave a margin / a gap. 



Let me have a look at your work. 

Look the word up in the dictionary. 

Match the pairs, first. Label…. 

Read the explanation. 

Remember... 

Swap exercise books with your partner. 

Take your time. 

The solution sheet is on my desk. 

Underline key words. 

What’s … in English? 

Which question are you at? 

Work/compare with the person next to you. 

 

2.7.Eliciting responses and checking understanding 

Are the statements right or wrong? 

Can you say that again, please? / Can you spell ... , please? 

Could you repeat what …? 

Do as I do. 

Do you agree with ...? 

How might the story go on? 

Pardon, I didn’t hear you. 

Repeat after me! 

Raise your hand! 

Sorry, what did you say? 

Suppose,... 

Take it in turns, starting here. 

What can you see in the picture? 

What do you think? 

What lines from the text go with the pictures? 

What’s this in English? 

What’s your point of view? 

 

 

3. Science 

  

3.1.Presentation of results 

A test report should include the following parts: function, data, platforms and operations. 

As you can see from the graph… 

Based on lecture notes... 

Compare the different samples of wine.  

Design a flowchart. 

Explain the process using the illustration in the book. 

Fill in the table with the data.    

If we have a look at this bar chart… 

Prepare handouts.  

Reports are written in sections, e.g. methods and results.   

This chart / pie chart shows… 

 

3.2.Mathematical operations  

a ratio of one to two 

Calculate/calculation  



Carry out a (lab) experiment and describe (description noun) your observations. 

Carry out an assignment / task . 

Classify / class (noun) the following data. 

Compare theory and practice  

Corroborate a hypothesis 

Divided by / multiplied by / subtract / add 

Divide into sections.  

Draw an angle of 45 degrees. 

equals sign / equation (noun) 

Issue the rules of procedure. 

Label the parts on the diagram. 

plus / minus 

Study the (course) material.   

the square root of x / to extract a root 

Write in columns.  

x is equal to y 

x is greater than/ less than y  

x to the power of six 

 

3.3.Terms related to science / maths 

category / categories 

characteristic / property / feature of an element 

Common mathematical symbols include the symbol for equality (=) and addition (+). 

Measurements must be carried out regularly. 

Present an object in three dimensions (length, height, width).  

Process the data.  

The figures show the development of ... 

Use the following formula-formulas/formulae to your calculation.     

   

    

The language of giving speeches and presentations 

4.1.Saying Hello 

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. 

Good afternoon, everyone. 

Right, ... 

 

4.2.Expressing purpose 
My purpose/objective/aim today is ... 

What I want to do this morning is ... 

I'm here today to ... 

 

4.3.Signposting 
This talk is divided into four main parts: firstly, ... etc. 

Let me begin with/To start with/Firstly, I'd like to look at ... 

Then/Secondly, I'll be talking about ... 

Thirdly, ... 

My fourth point will be about ... 

Finally, I'll be looking at ... 

 

4.4.Schedule 
My presentation/talk/lecture will take/last about 20 minutes. 



We'll be having a coffee break at about ... 

We'll be stopping for lunch at ... 

  

4.5.Inviting questions 
If anyone has any questions, please feel free to interrupt at any time. 

If you have any questions, please stop me at any time, and I will be happy to answer them. 

Please stop me at any time if you have any questions. 

 

4.6.Discouraging questions 

At the end of my talk, there will be a question and answer session. I would appreciate it if you 

could keep your questions until then. 

I'll be happy to answer any questions you have at the end of my presentation. 

 

4.7.Moving on 
Let's now move on to/turn to ... 

I now want to go on to ... / I'd now like to move on to/turn to ... 

This leads/brings me to ... 

So far we have looked at ... . Now I'd like to ... 

 

4.8.Asking check-up questions 
Are you with me so far? 

Is everyone with me? 

Is that clear to everyone? 

Before I go on, are there any questions about ...? 

 

4.9.Using rhetorical questions 

What should we do? (pause)  

How much would it cost? (pause) 

 

4.10. Dramatic structures 
We have a revolutionary product. —» What we have is a revolutionary product. 

 

4.11. Giving examples 
Let me give you an example. 

… such as ... 

For instance,… 
 

4.12. Summarising 
What I'm trying to say is ... 

Let me just try and sum that up before we move on to 

 

4.13. Making comparisons 
It's like... 

It's as if... 

 

4.14. Painting word pictures 
Imagine ... 

Suppose ... 

 

4.15. Making a recommendation 
So, what I would suggest is that we ... 



So, I would recommend that the ... 
 

4.16. Handouts 
I'll be distributing the handouts in a few moments. 

The handouts are over by the door. 

Copies of my transparencies/slides are on the table by the door. 
 

4.17. Questions 
If you have any questions or comments, I'll be happy to answer them. 

If there are any questions, I'll do my best to answer them. 

Are there any more questions? 

I'll be happy to answer any questions, but I'd like to hold the last few minutes for a summary. 

If anyone has any questions or comments to start us off... 

 

4.18. Closing 
Thank you for your attention/time. 

Thank you for listening. / Thank you very much. / Thank you. 
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