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CLIL vs ESP 

The connection between 
CLIL and ESP: the 
subject-specific language  

But CLIL and ESP have 
opposite outcomes 

Is this difference always 
clear? 

 

 

2 

Nordmeyer, 2010 



Teaching ESP  

What does it entail? 

Focusing on the subject-specific 
language and its usage in context 

Achieving language outcomes   

Developing language skills  

Developing specific study skills 

Focusing on specific vocabulary  
and grammar items  

What doesn’t it entail? 

Teaching a subject through a 
foreign language  

Teaching new topics in a foreign 
language  

Achieving subject-related  
outcomes (knowledge and skills)  



Teaching English for fashion : 
the syllabus  

Specific topics (e.g. garments, tools, procedures, etc.) 

Careers in fashion (jobs, how to apply, etc.) 

  Information on the media (blogs, sites, magazines, etc.) 

Historical facts (related to fashion) 

  Information on fashion designers and brands  

Films and novels associated with fashion 
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Types of texts  

Receptive skills: 

reading and listening 
comprehension  



Example of activity 



Types of tasks  
Productive skills: 

writing and speaking  

integrated skills 

Study skills: taking notes, 
summarizing, etc. 

 



Characteristics of texts  
Short texts, divided into paragraphs, with headings and  
subheadings, notes, keywords, and highlighted words  



Vocabulary  

Subject-specific 
vocabulary (terms) 

Focusing on collocations, 
affixation, translations, 
etc.  







The grammar of ESP 



A variety of topics  









Thinking about the future  



Thank you ! 


